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PREFACE. 

About ten years ago I began, for my own information, 
the collection of vital and social statistics of the colored 
population of this country. The first results of these in- 
vestigations were published in the Arena in April, 
1892 ; a second contribution was published in the Medi- 
cal News in September, 1894, and a third, dealing with 
the Negro in the West Indies, appeared in the Publica- 
tions of the American Statistical Association, in 1895. 
The large body of facts accumulated has made a more 
elaborate treatment seem feasible and the final result is 
the present work. 

At the commencement of my investigation, especially 
in regard to longevity and physiological peculiarities 
among the colored population, I was confronted with 
the absence of any extensive collection of data free 
from the taint of prejudice or sentimentality. Being of 
foreign birth, a German, I was fortunately free from a 
personal bias which might have made an impartial treat- 
ment of the subject difficult. By making exclusive use 
of the statistical method and giving in every instance a 
concise tabular statement of the facts, I believe that I 
have made it entirely possible for my readers to arrive 
at their own conclusions, irrespective of the deductions 
that I have made. 

During the course of my inquiry it became more and 
more apparent that there lie at the root of all social diffi- 
culties or problems, racial traits and tendencies which 
make for good or ill in the fate of nations as well as of 
individuals. It became more apparent as the work pro- 
gressed, that, in the great attempts at world bettering, at 
the amelioration of the condition of the lower races by 
those of a higher degree of culture and economic well 
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being, racial traits and tendencies have been almost en- 
tirely ignored. Hence a vast sum of evil consequences 
is met as the natural result of misapplied energy and 
misdirected human effort. 

The need therefore, of a presentation of the facts as 
they pertain to racial differences between the white and 
colored populations of this country, and the consequent 
differences in the tendencies of the two races, seemed 
sufficiently clear to demand that publicity should be 
given to such facts as I had been able to collect ; and 
while I have ventured at times to add my own deduc- 
tions, or interpretation of their meaning, such deduc- 
tions or interpretations are subject to the reader's own 
verification in view of the facts themselves. 

The close relation of social and moral phenomena to 
economics, is, I believe, fully demonstrated by the results 
of this work. The absolute need of a more searching 
investigation of the underlying principles of human pro- 
gress or retrogression, becomes more than ever apparent. 
In the words of Mr. Bryce : " But for one difficulty the 
South might well be thought to be the most promising 
part of the Union, that part whose advance is likely to be 
swiftest, and whose prosperity will not be least secure. 
This difficulty, however, is a serious one. It lies in the 
presence of seven million negroes." 

If this be true, it behooves the general government as 
well as the governments of the several states, to institute 
annually such inquiries in regard to the material and 
social condition of the colored race as will demonstrate 
beyond a doubt the existence of vital factors affecting its 
progress or retrogression. Such inquiries would be free 
from the sectional prejudice or sentimental regard of those 
who are now arrayed on either side of the " race question." 

If such an investigation were undertaken by the De- 
partment of Labor, it would lead to very beneficial re- 
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suits by furnishing a basis for definite conclusions as to 
the results of philanthropic and charitable efforts in be- 
half of the colored race. In the absence of this much 
needed government investigation, the present inquiry 
may serve a useful purpose in stimulating others to 
special inquiry along the many lines indicated. 

In the preparation of this work, extending over so 
many years, I have been materially aided by so many 
public and private individuals in all parts of this country 
and the West Indies, that it would be impossible to make 
a proper acknowledgement of my obligations in each in- 
dividual case. To all those who have so kindly aided 
me with advice or documentary evidence, I extend my 
most sincere thanks, and trust that the results of the in- 
vestigation will prove a compensation for the personal 
inconvenience I may have caused them. 

I am, however, especially indebted for advice and in- 
formation to Mr. Carroll D. Wright, the Commissioner 
of Labor, Dr. John S. Billings, U. S. A., Dr. S. W- 
Abbott, secretary of the Massachusetts state board of 
health, Dr. Arthur Newsholme, Brighton, England, 
M. Charles Detourneau, secretary of the Anthropological 
Society of Paris, Mr. S. P. Smeeton, the registrar- 
general of Jamaica, Mr. Archibald Allison, the colonial 
secretary of Bermuda, Dr. D. T. Rogers of Mobile, 
Ala., Dr. H. B. Horlbeck of Charleston, S. C, Dr. 
Gordon De Sassure, of the same city, Dr. Jerome Coch- 
rane, of Montgomery, Ala., and Emmons Clark, Esq., 
secretary of the New York board of health. 

I am indebted to Professor W. F. Willcox for most val- 
uable assistance in the prosecution of the investigation 
and final publication of the results ; also to the publica- 
tion committee of the American Economic Association, 
but especially to Mr. F. S. Kinder of Cornell University, 
for considerable and valuable assistance in the reading of 
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the manuscript and proofs for final publication. To the 
librarian of the Public Library of Newark I am under 
obligations for exceptional privileges afforded in the use 
of a valuable collection of transactions of scientific socie- 
ties, as well as of other valuable publications not easily 
obtainable. Most of all am I indebted to my wife for her 
kindly and sympathetic assistance and many personal 
sacrifices during the early years of my labors. Without 
her encouragement and never failing sympathy, the com- 
pletion of this work would not have been possible in a 
business life where only spare hours could be devoted to 
an investigation of this nature. 

In an investigation extending over so many years, 
and involving so large a number of calculations and sta- 
tistical quotations, errors are almost unavoidable. But 
having taken every precaution to insure absolute accu- 
racy, I feel confident that no error sufficient to affect the 
conclusions has occurred. If the work accomplishes its 
purpose and leads to a more searching investigation into 
the underlying causes of race progress or retrogression ; 
if it leads to more scientific attention to the relations 
between the superior and inferior races, as contrasted 
with the present dangerous method of guess work, it 
will not have been written in vain. For after all it is 
a question of living beings and not of theories ; and no 
philanthropy or charity that in all its missionary efforts 
has not been able to save the living man, has any claim 
to be called successful. Race deterioration once in pro- 
gress is very difficult to check, and races once on the 
downward grade, thus far at least in human history, have 
invariably become useless if not dangerous factors in 
the social as well as political economy of nations. 

Frederick L,. Hoffman. 
j6i Broad Street, Newark, N. J., 
July 28, ib 



